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FORTY-SIXTH PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 

 
8 - 10 September 2015 

 

FORUM COMMUNIQUÉ 
 

 

 The Forty-Sixth Pacific Islands Forum was held in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, 

from 8 – 10 September 2015 and was attended by Heads of State and Government of 

Australia, Cook Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of Kiribati, the 

Republic of Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, 

Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. The Republic of Fiji and the Republic of the Marshall Islands 

were represented by their Ministers for Foreign Affairs.  

 

2. French Polynesia, New Caledonia and Tokelau attended the formal session as Associate 

Members. Timor-Leste, the Africa, Caribbean and Pacific Group, the Asian Development 

Bank, the Commonwealth Secretariat, the United Nations (UN), the Western and Central Pacific 

Fisheries Commission, the International Organization for Migration and the World Bank 

attended as Observers. The Council of Regional Organisations of the Pacific (CROP): the 

Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA); the Pacific Power Association; the Secretariat 

of the Pacific Community (SPC); the South Pacific Tourism Organisation; the Secretariat of the 

Pacific Regional Environment Programme; and the University of the South Pacific (USP) were 

represented by their respective Heads of Organisations and senior officials.  

 

3. The Forum Leaders’ Retreat was held at Port Moresby on 10 September 2015. 

 

4. Leaders expressed their deep gratitude to the Honourable Prime Minister Peter 

O’Neill, CMG, MP, and the Government and people of Papua New Guinea for the excellent 

arrangements made in hosting the 2015 Leaders’ meeting, and for the kind hospitality 

extended to them during their stay in Port Moresby. 

 

5. Leaders warmly welcomed the participation of Fiji at the Leaders meeting. 

 

FRAMEWORK FOR PACIFIC REGIONALISM 
 

6. Leaders welcomed progress made in the implementation of the Framework for Pacific 

Regionalism, including the establishment of the Specialist Sub-Committee on Regionalism 

(SSCR). Leaders commended the Sub-Committee on its work, in particular the consideration of 

68 submissions lodged by a wide range of proponents from Pacific governments, regional and 

international organisations, civil society organisations and individuals. Leaders noted that the 

SSCR had identified five issues it considered met the tests for regionalism as specified in the 

Framework, which warranted Leaders’ consideration. 

 

Fisheries 
 

7. Leaders reaffirmed the central importance of increasing economic returns and 

ensuring the sustainable management of fisheries. Leaders further reaffirmed strengthening 
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maritime surveillance and enforcement, noting the multi-dimensional nature of these issues.  

 

8. Leaders acknowledged the current effort based management system (VDS) that has 

brought significant economic return to Parties to the Nauru Agreement (PNA). Leaders 

endorsed the Regional Roadmap for Sustainable Pacific Fisheries and directed that increases 

in economic return be achieved within five years. Leaders agreed that a joint taskforce of 

FFA, PNA and the Forum Secretariat would lead the development of a programme to increase 

the sustainable economic returns of fisheries, including examining a quota management 

system, and report back to Leaders in 2016. Leaders also welcomed New Zealand’s offer for 

ministers and officials to visit New Zealand to study New Zealand’s quota system.  

 

9. Leaders tasked Fisheries, Economic and Foreign Ministers to undertake a joint 

comprehensive evaluation of the regional monitoring, control and surveillance, and 

compliance regime and report back to Leaders in 2016.  Leaders noted that the evaluation 

should reflect the importance of sharing technology and information. Leaders expressed their 

appreciation to Australia and New Zealand for their assistance on surveillance. 

 
Climate Change 

 
10. Leaders reiterated their concerns that climate change remains the single greatest 

threat to the livelihood, security and well-being of the peoples of the Pacific. Leaders called 

for the adoption of an ambitious and legally binding agreement at the 21
st
 Session of the 

Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(COP21). They strongly endorsed the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Declaration on Climate 

Change Action, attached as Annex 1, in advance of COP21. 

 

11. Leaders extended the current two regional frameworks: the Pacific Islands 

Framework for Action on Climate Change; and the Pacific Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Disaster Management Framework for Action for one year. 

 

Information Communications Technologies  

 
12. Leaders noted the unprecedented economic and educational opportunities that 

Information Communications Technologies (ICT) offers, including access to world markets 

and global knowledge. Leaders also acknowledged the challenges to realising these benefits, 

which included, among others, under-utilisation of ICT services in Forum Island Countries 

(FICs), a lack of resources and expertise, and the threat of cyber-attacks and crime. 

 

13. Leaders tasked the Forum Secretariat and USP to consider the merit of a regional ICT 

Advisory Council. The Council should not overlap with existing mechanisms and must 

deliver real deliverables. 

 
Cervical cancer 

 
14. Leaders noted the substantial burden that cervical cancer places on women and girls 

in the Pacific region as well as the insufficient response to address it across the region.  

 

15. Leaders agreed, given current regional prioritisation of Non-Communicable Diseases, 

that developing a regional approach to address cervical cancer would require further 

consultation with relevant technical organisations and national authorities and consideration 

of resource allocation for prevention and treatment. 
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West Papua (Papua) 

 
16. Leaders recalled their decisions and concerns expressed at their meeting in 2006 about 

reports of violence in Papua, in which they also called on all parties to protect and uphold the 

human rights of all residents in Papua and to work to address the root causes of such conflicts 

by peaceful means.  
 
17.  Leaders recognised Indonesia’s sovereignty over the Papuan provinces but noted 

concerns about the human rights situation, calling on all parties to protect and uphold the 

human rights of all residents in Papua. Leaders requested the Forum Chair to convey the 

views of the Forum to the Indonesian Government, and to consult on a fact finding mission to 

discuss the situation in Papua with the parties involved. 
 

HIRI DECLARATION 
 

18. Leaders endorsed the Hiri Declaration on Strengthening Connections to Enhance 

Pacific Regionalism attached at Annex 2. The Declaration resonates strongly with the theme 

of the 46
th

 Pacific Islands Forum and is intended for Leaders to deliver an overarching 

statement which complements the Framework for Pacific Regionalism by meaningfully and 

effectively connecting Forum countries to collectively address immediate and long term 

challenges. 
 

REGIONAL GOVERNANCE AND FINANCING 
 

19. Leaders directed the commencement of the analysis of governance and financing 

options for collective action in pursuit of Pacific regionalism be completed in 2016, and for 

this work to be led by the Forum Secretariat in consultation with CROP and other 

stakeholders. 

 
FORUM FOREIGN MINISTERS 
 

20. Leaders welcomed the convening of the Forum Foreign Ministers Meeting in early 

July 2015 in Sydney, Australia where discussions focussed on disaster management and 

international engagement of the Forum. In considering the recommendations put forward by 

the Foreign Ministers for their consideration, Leaders also reflected on the advantages and 

disadvantages of convening an annual meeting of Foreign Ministers.  

 

21. Leaders agreed that Forum Foreign Ministers will meet annually from 2016, after the 

Forum Officials Committee Meeting, to assist and inform Leaders of relevant regional and 

international issues facing the region. 

 

MINISTERIAL MEETINGS 
 

22. Leaders agreed that decisions of regional ministerial meetings be provided to Leaders 

for oversight and where required, for endorsement.  

 
FRENCH POLYNESIA 
 

23. Leaders considered the report of the Forum Ministerial Mission to French Polynesia 

which took place from 20 to 23 July 2015 to assess its application for full membership of the 

Pacific Islands Forum. Leaders considered the key observations of the Mission, including 
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whether the existing governance arrangements of French Polynesia formed the basis for its 

eligibility for full membership of the Forum, and to participate independently and effectively 

as a full member, in the full complement of political deliberation, decision making and 

commitments of the Forum. Leaders deferred the decision on the application of French 

Polynesia on full membership pending a review of the criteria for admission of new 

members to the Forum. 

 
REGIONAL ASSISTANCE MISSION TO SOLOMON ISLANDS  
 

24. Leaders recalled that the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI) 

drawdown, which is being progressed in accordance with the RAMSI Participating Police 

Force Drawdown Strategy 2013 – 2017, is due to be finalised by 30 June 2017. Under the 

Strategy, the primary area of focus is the development of leadership and accountability at all 

levels, with the objective of developing a modern, effective, accountable, and independent 

Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 

 

25. In commending the joint achievements made by the Solomon Islands Government 

and RAMSI to date, Leaders welcomed assurance by the Government and RAMSI, provided 

through the Enhanced Consultative Mechanism, that the Drawdown Strategy was a living 

document and as such would continue to work together to ensure that RAMSI’s activities 

remain aligned to the Solomon Islands Government’s priorities to ensure that gains achieved 

would be sustained into the future.  

 

26. Leaders also noted the Solomon Islands Government’s appreciation to members for 

work undertaken under RAMSI, as well as to Australia and New Zealand for their financial 

support over the last 12 years, and to personnel from around the region that contributed to 

the mission. The Government has seen significant achievement in the restoration of law and 

order; improved financial systems; and benefits it has brought other Forum Island Countries 

in terms of skills learned in Solomon Islands. 

 
RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINANTS IN THE REPUBLIC OF  THE MARSHAL ISLANDS 
 

27. Leaders agreed to continue to support bilateral, regional and multilateral action to 

assist the Republic of the Marshall Islands in its efforts to engage the United States towards a 

justified resolution to the U.S. Nuclear Testing Programme. Leaders also considered 

submitting another letter to the U.S. Government urging the U.S. to take action to address 

meaningfully the lingering needs resulting from the U.S. Nuclear Weapons Testing 

Programme. 

 
STRENGTHENING THE POST-FORUM DIALOGUE 
 

28. Leaders considered the key findings of the 2015 reassessment of Post-Forum 

Dialogue (PFD) partners and noted with concern, among others, that there was limited 

regional cohesion by PFD partners due to varying levels of regional engagement, therefore 

making it difficult to identify where the Forum has formed clear issues-based coalitions with 

partners. Leaders also noted that financing of the regional agenda is fragmented through 

CROP agencies, the UN system and multi-country programming, and while trade and levels 

of aid were the primary measures of engagement for the majority of partners, this did not 

provide a complete picture of the political aspects of the Forum’s PFD relations.  
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29. Recognising the importance of partnerships and the opportunity provided by the 

Framework for Pacific Regionalism to further articulate the role that PFD partners can play 

with regard to the regional agenda, Leaders agreed to the need for Post-Forum Dialogue 

partners to align to the priorities presented by the Framework process.  

 

30. Leaders endorsed the outcomes of the Forum Foreign Ministers Meeting held in early 

July 2015 regarding a strengthened annual Post-Forum Dialogue Plenary which focuses on 

key Forum priorities, as well as the opportunities for Forum Members to further engage with 

partners in the margins of international meetings. 

 
PACER PLUS 
 

31 Considerable progress has been made since the launch of negotiations for PACER 

Plus in 2009, with negotiations on most chapters close to conclusion and continuing positive 

engagement and flexibility shown by all parties. Leaders renewed their commitment to the 

PACER Plus negotiations as an instrument for promoting regional integration in the Pacific 

and assisting Forum Island Countries to achieve robust economic growth and sustainable 

development.  

 

32. In noting the substantive progress made in the PACER Plus negotiations, Leaders 

requested Ministers responsible for international trade to ensure that their negotiators 

exercise the necessary flexibility in the negotiations to facilitate the rapid conclusion of a 

high quality trade and investment agreement, at the latest, by June 2016.  

 
THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA/SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS  
 

33. Leaders acknowledged that while the Pacific region recorded mixed outcomes in 

achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015, the majority of Forum 

Island Countries managed to reduce child mortality and achieve universal primary education, 

and very few countries made gains in reducing poverty,  achieving gender equality and the 

empowerment of women. Leaders expressed their support for a successful UN Summit for 

the Adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda in September 2015 and committed to 

the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with particular attention 

to the region’s ‘unfinished business’ on the MDGs.  

 

34. Leaders called for the support of development partners, consistent with their 

commitments under the SAMOA Pathway and Addis Ababa Action Agenda, particularly in 

the areas of financing, statistics, partnerships, SDGs integration, and follow up and review, 

as well as acknowledging the special case of Small Island Developing States. They also 

recognised the ongoing global discussions on the SDGs indicators through the  

Inter-agency and Expert Group on the SDGs Indicators and called for the active participation 

of the region to influence these discussions through Fiji and Samoa who are members of this 

Expert Group.  

 

35. Leaders emphasised a country-driven process in tailoring the global indicators to 

their national context. They noted that once UN member governments agree to the global set 

of indicators, there is merit in tailoring the global indicators to better reflect the Pacific 

context and to use these regional indicators to monitor the Pacific’s progress on the SDGs, 

including towards the high-level objectives of the Framework for Pacific Regionalism and 

implementation of the SAMOA Pathway.   
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36. Leaders called for an open and inclusive consultation process, accounting for national 

priorities, to select the relevant global SDGs indicators to the Pacific context to ensure 

regional ownership. They also task the Forum Secretariat, in collaboration with CROP and 

UN agencies, to lead this consultation process, building on existing work streams to avoid 

duplication, with the aim of adopting regional indicators at the next Forum Leaders’ meeting 

in 2016, as well as outline a regional process for the follow up and review of the SDGs and 

SAMOA Pathway that would seek to reduce the burden of reporting at the country level. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FORUM COMPACT 
 

37. Leaders endorsed the 2015 Pacific Regional MDGs Tracking Report and the 2015 

Tracking the Effectiveness of Development Efforts in the Pacific Report. They also 

considered future reporting arrangements of the Forum Compact, and decided that future 

reports of the Pacific Regional MDGs Tracking Report and the Tracking the Effectiveness of 

Development Efforts in the Pacific Report be referred to the Forum Economic Ministers for 

endorsement and to provide updates, if so required. 

 
PACIFIC LEADERS GENDER EQUALITY DECLARATION 
 

38. Leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the implementation of the 2012 Pacific 

Leaders Gender Equality Declaration. Leaders noted that while there has been notable 

progress on gender equality in three of the six key Declaration areas: gender responsive 

policies and programmes, gender parity on education and ending violence against women, 

there has been less progress on women’s economic empowerment, and sexual reproductive 

and health services.  

 
SMALLER ISLAND STATES LEADERS MEETING 
 

39. Leaders noted the decisions of the Smaller Island States (SIS) Leaders Meeting held 

in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, on 7 September 2015 including the SIS Leaders’ Port 

Moresby Declaration on Climate Change. 

 

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATION DIALOGUE 
 

40. Leaders noted the substantive dialogue and valuable exchange of ideas between the 

Forum Troika and representatives of Pacific Civil Society Organisations in the margins of the 

Forum Leaders meeting. 

 
DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

41. Leaders welcomed and confirmed the future hosts of the Forum as follows: the 

Federated States of Micronesia in 2016; Samoa in 2017; Nauru in 2018; and Tuvalu in 2019. 

 

 

 

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat 

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 

 

10 September 2015  



Annex 1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Declaration on Climate Change Action 

 

We, the Leaders of the Pacific Islands Forum: 

 

1. are deeply concerned about the serious impacts of, and growing threat, posed by 

climate change to the economic, social, environmental and cultural well-being and security of 

Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs), and our peoples.  

 

2.  are alarmed at the current and projected impacts of climate change, and coupled with 

the region’s physical vulnerability and limited capacity, are exacerbating the challenges on 

the sustainable development efforts and future existence of Pacific Island Countries and 

Territories. 

 

3. reiterate that Pacific Island Countries and Territories are amongst the most vulnerable 

and least able to adapt and to respond; and the adverse consequences they face as a result of 

climate change, including the exacerbation of climate variability, sea level rise, ocean 

acidification, and more frequent and extreme weather events, are significantly 

disproportionate to negligible collective contribution to the global greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

4. are serious about reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and are committed to show 

leadership through ambitious submissions of Intended Nationally Determined Contributions 

(INDCs) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 

implement commitments under the Majuro Declaration on Climate Leadership in 2013 to 

reduce emissions and reliance on fossil fuels, and promote low carbon development through 

supporting initiatives such as the Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All), SIDS DOCK and 

REDD+. 

 

5. are gravely concerned that we are already facing the adverse effects of climate change 

with the current average global temperature increase of 0.85 degree Celsius, and any further 

warming could push many countries beyond their capacity to adapt. 

 

6. declare that an increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius would severely exacerbate the 

particular challenges facing the most vulnerable smaller island states of the Pacific, and urge 

all effort be made to stay within the  global temperature goal, as noted by the Conference of 

the Parties to the UNFCCC in its decision of 1/CP.20.  

 

7. recognise the need to accelerate and intensify efforts to adapt to the impacts of climate 

change, and to further develop and implement policies, strategies and legislative frameworks, 

with support where necessary, to climate-proof essential physical infrastructure, adapt key 

economic sectors and ensure climate-resilient sustainable development for present and future 

generations. 

 



2 

 

8. acknowledge that successful interactive action is achievable and note that the phasing 

down of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) under the Montreal Protocol has been important in 

mobilising action, and that such action has key benefits for climate change mitigation. 

 

9. reaffirm that the Paris Conference in 2015 is crucial for all in order to deliver an 

ambitious, legally-binding agreement under the UNFCCC applicable to all, which reflects the 

principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities, in light of 

different national circumstances. 

 

10. recognise the importance of amplifying the Pacific voice at all avenues possible with 

a view to influence the Paris outcome, and note the positions of the region as expressed in 

other meeting outcomes and declarations, including the Smaller Island States Leaders’ Port 

Moresby Declaration on Climate Change in September 2015, the Suva Declaration on 

Climate Change in September 2015, the Nuku’alofa Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable 

Weather and Climate Services for a Resilient Pacific in July 2015, the Polynesian Leaders’ 

Taputapuatea Declaration on Climate Change in July 2015, the Lifou Ministerial 

Declaration on Climate Change in April 2015, the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action 

(SAMOA) Pathway in September 2014, the Majuro Declaration on Climate Leadership in 

September 2013, and the Niue Declaration on Climate Change in August 2008. 

 

11. call for the timely conclusion of the negotiations under the UNFCCC to adopt a new, 

ambitious and legally-binding international climate change agreement applicable to all 

Parties, in Paris at COP 21, and for the Paris outcome to include, inter alia: 

a) recognition of the special circumstances and vulnerability of Small Island Developing 

States (SIDS), particularly those in the Pacific, and Least Developed Countries; 

b) support for ongoing and improved weather, climate, water, and related environmental 

services, their analysis and modeling of impacts to inform political, economic and 

social policies in the Pacific; 

c) ambitious, clearly-defined and transparent commitments by all Parties to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions through their INDCs, in line with the ultimate objective of 

the UNFCCC to stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level 

that prevents dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system; 

d) provisions for regular review of mitigation commitments, in light of the most recent 

science, as well as pathways for higher ambition, and provide an opportunity to 

recommit to stronger action; 

e) acknowledgement of the importance of transparency and accountability to the 

environmental integrity and effectiveness of the new agreement; 

f) requirements that Parties will make their strongest possible efforts to achieve and 

progressively enhance national and global mitigation action; 

g) accelerated and effective delivery of international support for the design and 

implementation of adaptation and mitigation actions especially for the most 

vulnerable countries already experiencing existential challenges from climate change, 

in relation to capacity building, technology transfer, knowledge and information 

sharing, and improved access to climate change finance; 

h) a commitment to scale up the provision of financial resources, noting the commitment 

by developed country Parties, in the context of meaningful mitigation actions and 

transparency on implementation, to a goal of mobilising jointly US$100 billion per 

year by 2020 to address the needs of developing countries, from a wide variety of 

sources, and a request for Parties to continue to enhance their enabling environments 
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and policy frameworks to facilitate the mobilisation and effective deployment of 

climate change finance; 

i) simplified access to financial resources to support climate change action and 

resilience that accounts for the particular circumstance of SIDS, especially those in 

the Pacific, and Least Developed Countries. The outcome should also encourage 

Parties to ensure improved effectiveness of existing and new support, and provide 

support for readiness activities for capacity constrained countries, such as Pacific 

Small Island Developing States and the Least Developed Countries;  

j) inclusion in the Paris outcome of loss and damage as a critical and stand alone 

element for building resilience against climate change impacts, including responding 

to extreme weather and slow onset events, and builds on the ongoing work of the 

Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage associated with Climate 

Change Impacts in developing countries that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse 

effects of climate change;  

k) inclusion in the Paris outcome relevant provisions to support further actions under the 

Warsaw Framework for REDD+;  

l) recognition of the disproportionate impact of climate change on women, youth, the 

elderly, disabled, indigenous peoples and other vulnerable and marginalised groups, 

and acknowledgement of the contribution of these peoples to the effective 

implementation of the Paris outcome; and, 

m) acknowledgment of the crucial role women will play in a global solution to climate 

change and the importance of gender responsive outcomes that encourage full and 

equal participation of women in all climate change actions, decision-making 

processes and improved accessibility to financial resources. 

 

 

 

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat 

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 

 

10 September 2015  
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HIRI DECLARATION  
 

“STRENGTHENING CONNECTIONS TO ENHANCE PACIFIC REGIONALISM” 

 
 
We, the Heads of States and Governments of the Pacific Islands Forum Member 
Countries, having met in Port Moresby for the Forty-Sixth Pacific Islands Forum 
Leaders Meeting; 
 
1. Acknowledge the rich historical and cultural heritage that the People of the 

Pacific were engaged in, particularly extensive barter networks and the 
protection and utilization of our Ocean and its resources, especially fisheries. 
Further acknowledge that these traditional and cultural trading networks 
provided sustenance and brought together our People; 

 
2. Pay homage to our ancestors for setting the legacy, cultural and traditional 

networks, and note the various trading and social interactions including the 
Lapita culture, the Hiri and Rai trading systems in the Pacific region and similar 
interactions and exchanges by the indigenous peoples of Australia and New 
Zealand; 
 

3. Recognize that these interactions and exchanges created our identity, promoted 
cooperation and integration at people-to-people level, improved trading and 
barter systems, encouraged transfer of traditional knowledge, skills and values 
and taught us the importance of strong connections and cooperation among the 
People of the Forum Member Countries; 
 

4. Acknowledge the importance of the establishment of the Forum as the 
paramount regional organization that promotes cooperation and integration of 
governance and alignment of polices in order to further Forum members’ shared 
goals of economic growth, sustainable development and security; 

 
5. Recall  

 
a. Past  Declarations of Forum Leaders that reaffirm the importance of 

business, trade and investment, sustainable development and 
management of oceans and resources,  gender equality, and the 
continuous need to address the adverse impacts of climate change, 
and the security and health needs of the region;  
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b. The SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (S.A.M.O.A) Pathway, which 
was adopted by the 3rd United Nations International Conference on 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in Apia, Samoa in September 
2014, as part of the regional cooperation and collaboration on 
sustainable development issues. 

 
6. Acknowledge the efforts and success of the Forum in the following areas: 

- Advancing  Pacific issues and concerns at global fora; 

- Decolonization and self government; 

- Advocacy for cessation of nuclear testing; 

- Good governance and security issues;  

- Responsible and sustainable fisheries and environment management 

practices; 

7. Refer in this regard to the vision of the 2005 Madang Leaders Retreat that 
endorsed the Pacific Plan which initially set the direction for issues of common 
concern and challenges to be progressed and addressed; 
 

8. Reiterate the importance of the 2013 Review of the Pacific Plan that sets the 
foundation and commitment to implement the Framework for Pacific 
Regionalism; 

 
9. Draw attention to the common regional challenges including climate change, 

disaster risk management, food security, trans-national crime, transportation, 
maritime surveillance, cyber security, remoteness, susceptibility to external 
forces, capacity constraints and health issues; and 
 

10. Call for a unified approach and increased effort to address these common 
regional challenges; 

 
DECLARE to take effective and meaningful actions to address and implement 
regional connectivity in three core areas, namely, people to people, institutional and 
physical connectivity: 

 
People To People Connectivity   
 
Recognizing that our People are our most important asset; 
 
11. Encourage and strengthen our linkages and common aspirations through 

enhanced: 
 

a. Political dialogue and interactions at all levels; 
b. Economic, trade, business and investment arrangements including 

labour mobility and reduction of trade barriers; 
c. Social, cultural, religious and sporting activities and exchange 

programmes; and 



THE HIRI DECLARATION ON STRENGTHENING CONNECTIONS TO ENHANCE PACIFIC 

REGIONALISM 
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d. Gender, youth and disability awareness programmes. 
 

Institutional Connectivity 
 
Recognizing the crucial roles played by institutions in enhancing regional 
connectivity: 
 
12. Note that good governance, economic development and social inclusiveness, 

human rights, security, environment management and conservation measures, 
climate change mitigation and adaptation in the Forum Member Countries are 
driven by various state and regional institutions, civil society and faith-based 
organizations and the private sector; 

 
13. Encourage synergy amongst all the national, regional and development partner 

institutions and organizations to implement effective and cohesive programmes; 
 
Physical Connectivity 
 
Recognizing our Ocean as the bridge that links our peoples: 

 
14. Note that strong social and economic infrastructure achieves economic 

integration for the Pacific region and is central to mobility and well being of 
people and business which enhances connectivity; 
 

15. Acknowledge that reliable and safe air and shipping services are essential 
mechanisms in enhancing connectivity, particularly for movement of goods and 
services and labour across borders to conduct businesses, promote trade, 
fisheries, investment and tourism opportunities and improve accessibility to 
services; 

 
16. Recognize the need to enhance and strengthen border and security policies 

and infrastructure to facilitate movement of professionals and business people to 
conduct their business towards achieving the broader goals for economic 
integration;   
 

17. Recognize that our shared quest for greater energy security and energy 
accessibility for all is vital to promote connectivity; 

 
18. Recognize that Information Communication Technologies (ICT) contribute to 

the ease and reduction of cost of conducting business across the borders and 
enable faster dissemination of information and delivery of services; and 

 
Reaffirm that the development of economic infrastructures are vital elements 
to facilitate economic growth and integration nationally, regionally and globally. 
 

19. Highlighting the political, security, economic and social benefits that can be 
derived from people to people, institutional and physical connectivity; 
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COMMITMENT 
 
20. Hereby commit ourselves to the pursuit of the goal of strengthening 

connections to enhance Pacific regionalism for all, that increases our people to 
people relations, improves institutional governance; and enhances our physical 
connectivity wherein we can chart our own destiny for a better Pacific by: 

 
a. Encouraging inter-sessional political dialogue to discuss issues of mutual 

interests; 
 

b. Facilitating greater movement of people and secure business flows 
between members through supportive visa, trade and investment policies; 
 

c. Strengthening linkages between member governments, civil societies 
and the private sector on common development opportunities and 
challenges through relevant enabling policy interventions; 

 
d. Reviewing existing institutional structures and arrangements to improve 

linkages of programmes and activities to ensure maximised utilization of 
resources;  
 

e. Improving the Post Forum Dialogue format.  
 

f. Fostering Public Private Partnerships through inclusive dialogue such as 
business to business, creation and  enhancing the competitiveness of 
micro and small to medium enterprises, and improvement of all ICT 
related infrastructure and services; 

 
g. Creating an environment that is conducive for business, trade and 

investment, economic growth and sustainable development to prosper; 
 

h. Calling for collective action to implement the Regional Road Map for 
Sustainable Pacific Fisheries; 

 
i. Encouraging transparent and responsible media coverage that promotes 

the interests of the region; 
 
 

j. Undertaking feasibility studies on the economic viability of intra-regional 
shipping and air services arrangements; 

 
k. Encouraging Research and Development on regional issues; and 

 
l. Encouraging mutual recognition of qualifications and more liberal 

employment opportunities; 
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21. Hereby pledge to strengthen connections to enhance Pacific regionalism 
through: 
 
a. Implementing core policy frameworks to encourage greater regional 

economic integration; 
 

b. Building good economic and social infrastructure to facilitate the ease of 
doing business and movement of people across borders; and 

 
c. Sharing of knowledge, skills, preservation and promotion of our 

traditional and cultural values and sporting activities. 
 

d. Calling for greater ambition and commitment at the national, regional 
and international level to enable our nations to respond to emerging 
opportunities, issues and challenges; and  

 
e. Calling on our international partners to align their development 

cooperation plans with our national priorities and regional integration and 
cooperation frameworks.   

 
 

Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 
10 September 2015 

 

 


